THE MILL WHEEL
Rotary Club of Mill Valley

Founded June 7, 1926 • “Service Above Self ”
July 28, 2020 • Volume 94, Issue #04
http://millvalleyrotary.org
District Website: www.rotary5150.org

TIMELY THOUGHT

✥ Past President Richard Rider
must have the upcoming election
on his mind. Here’s his Timely
Thought: You know, if I listened to
Michael Dukakis long enough, I
would be convinced we’re in an
economic downturn and people
are homeless and going without
food and medical attention and
that we’ve got to do something
about the unemployed.—Ronald
Reagan, 1988.
PRESIDER

✥ What happened to the bell?
President Carl Lippenberger
again presented an efficient
PowerPoint, except when it came
time to ring the starting bell. No
“clang.” Not even a whisper. Oh
well, can’t expect to learn it all in
just one meeting.

JOKE OF THE DAY

✥ Club Jokemaster PP Kent
Campbell back in business:
Sid and Irv are business
partners. They make a deal that
whichever one dies first will
contact the living one from the
afterlife. So Irv dies. Sid doesn’t

hear from him for about a year,
figures there is no afterlife.
Then one day he gets a call.
It’s Irv. ‘So there is an afterlife!
What’s it like?’ Sid asks.
‘Well, I sleep very late. I get
up, have a big breakfast. Then I
have sex, lots of sex. Then I go
back to sleep, but I get up for
lunch, have a big lunch. Have
some more sex, take a nap. Huge
dinner. More sex. Go to sleep and
wake up the next day.’
‘Oh, my God,’ says Sid. ‘So
that’s what heaven is like?’
‘Oh no,’ says Irv. ‘I’m not in
heaven. I’m a bear in Yellowstone
Park.’
VISITORS

✥ Great to see Honorary Member
Leon “Lee” Smith checking in
for his first Zoom meeting of the
new year. Lee was president of

MORE COVID-19 INSPIRED HUMOR SUBMITTED BY MEMBERS
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Mill Valley Rotary in 1979-80.
Also visiting today was James
Walsh, the guest of Bill
Lambrecht and a former
Rotarian who recently moved his
office to Mill Valley. Application,
anyone?! Also visiting today via
Zoom was Bruce Huff, our ADG
who is a member of Sausalito
Rotary.
CELEBRATIONS

✥ Birthdays: Happy Belated 94th
Birthday, Rotary Club of Mill
Valley. Kent and Lisán put
together a classy video
celebrating the 94th year of our
club’s founding. If you were
unable to attend today’s meeting
you can see it at https://
www.facebook.com/watch/?
v=768486550647577
✥ Other July birthday
celebrations were described by PP
Lee Smith (“a little party for 92
and a good walk with his
daughter”); PP Ed Marshall
(“spent most of the day catching
up with family…ended it with a
fabulous lobster dinner”); and
Tom McKlveen (“spent a special
day at Stinson Beach…a bellringer!).
GOOD TIMES

✥ Speaking of bell-ringers, PP
Burnett Tregoning popped for
one as the result of a special

package he received in the mail
last week. The package was from
his oldest great grandson Garrett
Weaver who is 4Her in Ukiah
and a very serious rabbit raiser.
What was in the package? If you
guessed a bag of rabbit manure
you guessed right!
✥ Honorary Member Lee Smith
also contributed a bell-ringer to
celebrate the recent arrival of his
latest great grandchild. As far as
we know, no rabbits involved in
this one.
PROGRAM

✥ Our new District 5150
Governor Mary Bates was the
featured speaker today, earlier in
the day during a meeting with the
club board
and at the
regular
session as
well.
Mary’s a
graduate of
San Francisco
State, past
president of
the Foster City Rotary, and a
single mom who raised four
daughters.
Her message to MV Rotary
revolved around “Three Rotary
Essentials” —Branding;
Membership; and Foundation.
She told a story about Victor,
a fellow who spotted her Rotary

pin and, as a result, was able to
tell her his story about how his
experience as a Rotary Exchange
Student in Germany turned his
life around.
“Wear your Rotary pin,” the
DG urged. “Brand is
important.” (Editor’s Note:
President Carl has our new
District 5150 pins (facsimile on
the masthead) and is now working
on how to get them to club
members).
To support Rotary Foundation
giving, Mary noted that members’
donations of $100 up to $250 will
be matched point for point—i.e.
$250 donated 250 Paul Harris
points are earned —and the
District will match that with an
additional 250 Paul Harris points.
This program is part of the annual
District Rotary Foundation fall
drive, and will terminate on
November 14, the time of the
Foundation Drawing.

JULY BIRTHDAYS
JULY
CLUB ANNIVERSARIES
Larry Davis 7/7/92

Kent Campbell 7/5
Leon Smith 7/10
Howard Harker 7/14
Tom McKlveen 7/22
Margareth Tanner 7/25
Ed Marshall 7/27
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NEXT MEETING: THE IGNOBLE EXPERIMENT THAT FAILED
✦ August 11: Historian John Freeman will present How Dry I Ain’t: Prohibition
– the Ignoble Experiment that Failed. This year we celebrate the centennial of
the beginning of the Volstead Act (1920 – 1933), the enforcement legislation of
the 18th Amendment. The Prohibition movement had its origins in the
Northeast and Midwest, with very little enthusiasm in the West, and
particularly in the San Francisco Bay Area. But it was the “Law of the Land,”
and we had to obey its restrictions. The 13 years of Prohibition have been
sensationalized, primarily because of gang violence and dramatic law
enforcement methods in big cities and smaller communities in other regions
of the nation. This presentation will focus on the less dramatic activities of
citizens in our area, who found ways to circumvent what President Herbert
Hoover called the “noble experiment” with a much more relaxed attitude.

🎱 Q: What was the first novel written on a typewriter? Answer August 11.

POLIO PLUS
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