
ZOOM IN FOR ANOTHER MEETING AT ROTARY
✦ Next Tuesday, February 16, members of the Rotary Club of Mill Valley will meet 
once again via Zoom. Instructions will come from President Carl Lippenberger 
regarding how to log on to Zoom and participate in the “virtual” session. Carl will 
open up at 11:30 with the meeting starting at 12:00.
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✦ February 16: World traveler Nick Zoa will tell us what it was like being Marooned in Paradise 
during the Pandemic. Nick landed on Kosrae in Micronesia on March 6th, not knowing that he 

would be the last tourist to come to this tiny South Pacific island in 
2020. Although Nick planned to continue to nearby islands on March 
9th, all his flight reservations were cancelled when Micronesia 
declared a Covid-19 travel ban on March 8th. Nick soon realized that 
being marooned in Kosrae isn't such a bad thing. The island is a 
tropical paradise with high mountains, dense jungles, a warm ocean 
and healthy reefs. With his background in geology, Nick has been in 
demand by Kosrae's environmental management authority. The local 
college offered him a furnished apartment on the beach in exchange 
for teaching a few classes. Thanks to the travel ban, Kosrae is one of 
the few places in the world that remains 100% virus-free.  Life is 

normal here.  There are no masks. There's no need for social distancing.  Schools, businesses 
and churches have stayed open. Although Nick has visited 158 countries in the past two 
decades, he's been confined to an island 
less than 10 miles long for almost a year.  
The island life is comfortable and 
healthy. The Kosraeans are some of the 
friendliest and most generous people he's 
met anywhere. When this pandemic is over, 
Nick will resume his travels, thankful for 
having had the chance to know a place that 
the rest of the world has never heard of.

NEXT MEETING:
“MAROONED IN PARADISE DURING THE PANDEMIC”

THIS PROMISES TO BE A FASCINATING SESSION—INVITE A GUEST!
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